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1. The current rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. 
Applicant may propose clarifying language to answer the questions posed by the Examiner. 
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3a) Wilford does not teach an interface card concentrator module that 
communicates packets from at least two different removable interface cards to a 
packet forwarding engine. 

3b) Wilford does not teach a packet forwarding engine that performs route 
lookups for the packets received from at least two different interface cards by the 
interface card concentrator module to select routes for the packets and forwards 
the packets back to the plurality of interface cards via the interface card 
concentrator module. 

3c) Wilford does not teach a packet forwarding engine and an interface card 
concentrator module integrated into a single unit. 

3d) Applicant requests clarification as to what element of Wilford the Examiner is 
interpreting as an interface card. Specifically, Applicant requests clarification as 
to whether the Examiner is interpreting element 1 1 1 of Wilford as an interface 
card, and if so, how the card of Merrel could possibly be used to modify this 
element 111. 
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